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DownunDer GraDs
series synopsis
It’s the start of the semester at one of Australia’s top 
universities and 37,000 students are about to embark on 
their studies. 
University is make or break time; a time that can 
change people forever. From free education in the 1980s 
to HECS fee debt and a large increase in full fee paying 
students, university education is now big business.
Through a variety of stories this four-part series 
explores the contemporary Australian university 
experience of both international and Australian students 
from a range of different backgrounds. 
Downunder Grads gives a special insight into the 
particular challenges facing this generation of students. 
Each character-driven story reveals the trials and 
triumphs of young people as they strive to make a life for 
themselves.
curriculum links
Curriculum links include Careers, Media Studies, English, 
Drama, SOSE/HSIE (Social Studies), Education and 
Politics.
episoDe 1: in the Mix
This episode looks at the ways two international students 
and one student from rural Queensland adapt to life at 
the University of Queensland (UQ), the expected and 
unexpected issues and problems they encounter, and how 
they respond to a range of academic, personal, social and 
cultural challenges in their new environment.
preparations and expectations
Are Wei Wei, Emily and Gurteaj adequately prepared 
for embarking on their courses of study at UQ and for 
campus life? Are their motivations and expectations 
realistic?
Discuss in class the reasons each of the three students •	
has travelled, in some cases extremely long distances, 
to study at UQ, and what they hope or expect to 
achieve. Are they confident about their aims? On 
arrival do they express concerns about whether or 
not they will succeed? To what extent do parental 
expectations and/or other factors play in the decision 
to study at UQ?
Discuss why international student Wei Wei, when •	
looking for off-campus accommodation, seems 
concerned about the existence of spiders. In what 
ways may this indicate a broader issue of what 
international students know of Australia, or have 
been led to believe, before they arrive in the country? 
Would a ‘local’ student have the same areas of 
concern?
Following from the previous discussion, in pairs •	
or small groups research the advertising methods 
and promotional material being used by one 
Australian tertiary or TAFE college to attract 
prospective fee-paying international students from 
non English-speaking countries such as China 
and Indonesia to study at their campuses. Present 
a report, assessing the effectiveness, validity and 
accuracy of the methods and material, the success 
rates of recruitment, and the later retention of 
students once they have arrived and embarked on 
their courses. Does the information imparted to 
prospective students amount to ‘spin-doctoring’ 
or even misinformation? If you think it necessary, 
suggest changes to the ways courses, residential 
accommodation, student life and general culture are 
promoted to prospective students.
Discuss then write possible reasons why, as •	
stated in the program by Emily, 90-95 percent of 
international students from the USA leave Australia 
after completing their courses without having made 
one Australian friend. How does Emily prepare to 
counteract this situation? Do you think she fully 
succeeds? Does a six-month student-exchange 
arrangement offer enough time in which to become 
acculturated and to meet people? What else do you 
think could be done by both international and local 
students, and perhaps by the campus administration, 
to redress the problem?
For secondary students: your school has decided •	
to institute an international student-exchange one-
semester program. Discuss in class first, then in 
pairs devise an illustrated pamphlet for prospective 
international students about the school campus, 
the curriculum, the local culture and environment, 
student accommodation and anything else considered 
important or relevant. Produce the pamphlet using 
desktop publishing software. (Alternatives may be 
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to work in larger groups to produce a short video 
program or some website pages.)
After viewing Gurteaj’s story, imagine yourself in his •	
position then write a letter or an email to a friend 
back home in regional Australia about your recent 
experiences in arriving at the campus to begin your 
degree course and in moving into International 
House as a student resident. (There may be a range 
of emotions and reactions to express; you will have to 
decide how ‘open’ you will be.)
realities and pressures
For Wei Wei, Emily and Gurteaj, do the realities of 
life at UQ meet with their expectations? Have their 
preparations been adequate?
Discuss in class, then write notes about the range of •	
obstacles and problems placed in the way of each of 
the three students, both in and out of the classroom, 
as they progress through their semester. How does 
each react to, cope with and resolve these issues? 
Did they foresee these issues arising, or were they 
unexpected? In their shoes would you have responded 
differently?
If possible, working in pairs, interview some •	
international students enrolled on an Australian 
campus. To what extent do they believe that their 
expectations of study in Australia accord with the 
realities they have since experienced on and off 
campus? Present a report detailing their views, their 
areas of concern, what they feel they have achieved, 
existing difficulties they have yet to overcome, 
whether they have made Australian friends or 
confined themselves to their own national or cultural 
groups, and whether the college student/staff body 
and administration have offered due support, made 
them feel welcome and included in general campus 
cultural life.
What do you think each student in this episode •	
gained and learnt from their experiences throughout 
their semester at UQ? Imagine that you are one of 
the three and in your own words reflect on your time 
at the university in a set of personal diary entries.
Research, debate and write an argumentative •	
and explanatory appraisal of the advantages and 
disadvantages to everyone concerned of the 
international fee-paying system of tertiary and TAFE 
studies in Australia.
episoDe 2: the BiG squeeze
This episode offers an insight into the changed nature of 
tertiary education expenditure in Australia, the rise in the 
phenomenon of ‘user pays’ and the ways in which student 
life on campus has had to adapt to meet these altered 
economic, political, commercial and business-oriented 
realities.
funding and surviving
One way or another the three students featured in 
this episode—Lucy Weber, Lara Nobel and Jin (Leo) 
Yongzhe—are affected by funding issues, the thin 
spread of resources and their need to fight for survival 
and success. We see how emotionally demanding and 
exhausting it is, not only for them but for those around 
them, their colleagues, lecturers and parents.
Discuss in class and write notes on the issues each •	
of the three students grapples with. Choose from 
one or more of: the funding of their tertiary courses 
(including student loans and repayments), the 
campus facilities enabling them to participate in their 
courses, increased competition amongst students for 
high grades and the resourcing of student services 
on campus. From what you observe during Episode 
2, discuss whether you believe it is possible or even 
advisable for these students to participate fully in 
the general educational, cultural and social life that 
a university has traditionally, in the past, offered 
outside of basic academic course pursuits. (Students 
may wish to view the Four Corners TV program, The 
Degree Factories; a transcript and online discussion is 
also available. See references.)
Carry out research then write a report describing the •	
ways in which Australian tertiary courses are funded. 
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In the report examine issues such as the difference 
between full-fee and part-fee course payments by 
students, participation of the Australian government 
in the funding of courses, the HECS-HELP student 
loans schemes, and the ways in which international 
and Australian-resident students have their courses 
paid for.
Following from the above activity, and using •	
statistical information such as tables and graphs 
where applicable, present a report showing:
the numbers of Australian students enrolled in 	»
full-fee courses in comparison to those in part-
fee courses, and whether there are any students 
enrolled in courses fully-funded by government 
or other sources
the numbers of students who take out HECS-	»
HELP loans to enable them to complete their 
courses
the enrolment fees for a range of courses (e.g. 	»
Arts, Medicine, Law, Education)
the amount of loans students are 	»
required to repay, and whether this has 
risen over the years since the HECS 
scheme began
whether the loans offered to students 	»
via the HECS-HELP scheme are being, 
or are likely to be recouped
whether you believe any alterations 	»
should be made to the current system of 
funding.
During the program Lucy offers two reasons •	
in favour of free higher education. Carry 
out research, debate in class then write an 
analytical argument appraising the advantages and 
disadvantages of fully-free (government-funded) 
higher education in comparison to a student fee-
paying system. Include discussion on whether your 
views extend to international as well as Australian-
resident students and to both undergraduate and 
post-graduate students.
student unions
This episode raises issues about the necessity of student 
unions on campus.
Research, then discuss in class and write notes on •	
the purpose and relevance of student unions, the 
range of services they provide and resource and how 
they contribute to the cultural life of the tertiary 
education environment. How are they funded? When 
did student unionism cease to be compulsory for all 
students at tertiary campuses, and why? What effect 
does this have on the present and future existence of 
student unions?
As though you were Lucy Weber, write an email to a •	
friend describing your role as president of the student 
union, the difficult decisions you have to make and 
the various functions and concerns of the union.
Discuss in class, then write a magazine article for •	
secondary students presenting your opinions and 
arguments as to whether membership to tertiary 
student unions should be compulsory, as in the past, 
or voluntary, as at present.
Working in threes, take on the roles of an •	
international student such as Leo Yongzhe, a local 
Australian student such as Lara Nobel and a reporter 
from the student newspaper (perhaps Wei Wei, from 
Episode 1). Draft and conduct an interview in which 
the reporter questions the students about whether 
the union addresses their own individual concerns. 
Record it for playback on your college intranet.
episoDe 3: testinG tiMes
This episode looks at the intense emotional pressures, 
the inner drive and desire, the desperation, the guilt, risk-
taking and the states of mind underlying the academic 
endeavours of contemporary tertiary students.
dreams and goals
The three students presented in this episode—Toby 
Latcham, Tsuyoshi Osagawa and Alejandra (Ale) 
Arbe—are each beset or obsessed by a range of personal 
predicaments, possibly of their own making, that could 
easily destroy their dreams of academic success and 
impact heavily on their future lives.
Discuss in class then make notes on the dreams and •	
long-terms plans each of the three students has in 
pursuing his or her chosen course of study. Comment 
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on the realistic nature of their aims and beliefs. Why, 
for example, does Toby enrol simultaneously for 
three different degree courses? What are Tsuyoshi’s 
motivations for studying in Australia? Why does Ale 
feel the need to achieve ‘straight sevens’ (the highest 
marks) in her veterinary science course?
If you were able to talk to each of the three students •	
separately either before or during their courses, what 
would you say to them, what advice or emotional 
support do you feel you could offer them? As a friend, 
write a different email to each of them. What would 
you say, for example, about Ale’s reluctance to enter a 
classroom when late for her first lecture, or Tsuyoshi’s 
comments about ‘Crocodile Dundee’ Australians, or 
Toby’s view that he won’t regret his actions until he is 
70 years old? (For this activity you may wish to recall 
and draw upon aspects from other sections of the 
series, such as the comments of Lara Nobel’s father in 
Episode 2.)
An alternative is to work in pairs or groups of three to 
discuss, plan, draft and revise the contents of all three 
emails.
‘Be careful what you wish for because you may get it.’ •	
What does this mean, and is it true? Discuss in class 
the possibilities for characters, themes, settings and 
events, then write a short fiction story about having a 
long-term plan in which every step towards ultimate 
success and victory has been plotted along the way.
From what you have seen in this episode, discuss in •	
class then write an informative essay-style article on 
the responsibility and accountability of universities to 
ensure prospective students are adequately prepared 
for the courses they wish to pursue. You should 
consider:
the role tertiary course advisors and student 	»
counsellors play, or perhaps should play, in 
helping students define, reassess and alter their 
goals and expectations, and whether such 
professionals should have the right to deny 
students from pursuing ‘unrealistic’ aims
whether universities should reassess their 	»
selection criteria for accepting full-fee 
international students in the face of language 
difficulties and lack of previous academic 
qualifications.
competition and the ‘real world’
We may ask whether the students shown in this episode 
are not only competing for success against other students 
for a future outside the campus, but competing with their 
own inner demons.
Discuss in class what you consider to be Toby’s view •	
of the ‘real world’, whether this is an adequate or 
accurate viewpoint, and whether such an attitude is 
destructive (including self-destructive) or positive. 
What is a GPA? (See references.) Is Toby correct in 
regarding his GPA as relatively unimportant?
Examine Ale’s comments about her guilt sensations •	
in being an international fee-paying student in 
competition against Australian students. Write two 
personal letters: one from Ale to a friend or a close 
relative in Chile, expressing her inner doubts, the 
other a reply from her friend/relative.
In pairs carry out research and write a report on •	
the issues surrounding the completion and non-
completion (or ‘dropout’) rate of international 
fee-paying students such as Tsuyoshi. Use graphs 
and tables where applicable. Include suggestions 
and recommendations for the continuance of the 
current system. (You may also wish to examine the 
regulations concerning student visas, the reasons they 
are revoked and whether or not the conditions are 
too strict.)
Discuss in class why it is suggested that Tsuyoshi •	
will go home to Japan ‘in disgrace’. Plan and write a 
set of personal diary entries leading up to the day of 
his departure, as though you were in his position, in 
which you express your feelings, thoughts and your 
possible plans for the future.
episoDe 4: two worlDs ColliDe
This episode looks at the personal, familial and wider 
cultural difficulties international AusAID scholarship 
holders experience when studying in Australia, 
particularly for those adults who are returning to 
academic life after years in the workforce in their own 
countries.
ausaid and international 
students in australia
The two students featured in this episode—Nita Ryarti 
and Muhammad Arsyad—are both AusAID scholarship 
holders from Indonesia. What is AusAID, and how does it 
function?
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Research, discuss in class and then write notes on •	
the general and broad purposes and aims of AusAID. 
How is it funded, what kinds of activities does it carry 
out, and how can its success be rated or measured? 
Do Australians both at home and abroad benefit in 
any way from the AusAID scheme? Are there any 
criticisms of the scheme from within or outside 
Australia? What do the beneficiaries of AusAID in 
other countries think of the scheme? Is the scheme of 
benefit only to those countries or regions that have 
close political and cultural ties and friendships with 
Australia, or is it a totally non-political scheme?
As a follow-up to the previous activity, in pairs, •	
research then write in your own words, an 
informative description of the AusAID scholarship 
system, outlining the criteria and qualifications 
prospective students such as Nita and Muhammad 
would be likely to meet, and the experience they 
would already have acquired, in fulfilling the 
requirements for selection into the scheme. Explain 
why you think Muhammad has had to apply three 
times before gaining entry. Why does each student 
want to study in Australia, what are they hoping to 
achieve and how may their studies be of later use to 
their home communities?
Plan and write a short story, told from the viewpoint •	
of an AusAID scholarship applicant, holder or 
graduate, about his/her experiences. The story 
may be set before, during or after your Australian 
experience or set within a combination of any of 
these time sequences. (You may wish to discuss the 
possibilities for characters, settings, themes and 
events in class, and to draw on the real-life personal 
accounts of former students; see AusAID references.)
personal and cultural issues
Nita and Muhammad are ‘mature-age’ AusAID students 
from widely varying locations and cultural backgrounds 
in Indonesia—Nita from Jakarta, the large capital city of 
the country, and Muhammad from a village on the small 
island of Lombok.
Does it seem to you that Nita and Muhammad •	
experience similar personal and cultural dislocations 
and difficulties when studying in Australia? Both 
married with children, in what ways do you think 
they are different from each other in terms of cultural 
and religious backgrounds, traditional attitudes, 
beliefs and adherence to gender roles? Are these 
aspects of their makeup likely to affect each student’s 
chances of success in completing their courses at 
UQ? Is it necessary for each of the students to make 
personal compromises in adjusting to life in Australia? 
Do you think the spouses of each student have 
adequately prepared for their time in Australia?
In small groups, dramatise in one scene or a sequence •	
of short scenes, any theme developing from your 
discussions in the previous activity. This will 
incorporate drafting a play script in which one or 
more characters may find themselves in conflict with 
themselves, with others, or with the emotional, social 
and cultural environment around them. Rehearse, 
redraft if necessary and present a play reading to 
your class. (Alternatively, perform the script as staged 
drama to the class, or devise it as a script for radio, 
recording it for playback on the college intranet.)
In personal diary format from the viewpoint of •	
either Nita or Muhammad, present your thoughts, 
feelings and apprehensions about the western style 
of higher education you are experiencing at UQ, and 
the ways in which Australian students learn in class, 
in comparison to the ways in which you have been 
educated and trained in your own country. Include 
comments, if desired, as to whether you feel that 
Australian lecturers and students understand and 
appreciate enough of your background and values 
in coping with classroom socialisation and learning. 
(You may fictionalise and elaborate from the episode, 
by constructing particular incidents and observations 
where appropriate.)
At the end of the episode Nita says of her •	
semester experience at UQ that it was ‘beyond my 
expectations’. Write a considered appraisal of the 
ways in which the two students have benefited from 
their experiences.
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series review
After viewing all four episodes, carry out the following 
activities.
Discuss in class and make notes on what you have •	
learnt from the program about the range of academic, 
social, cultural, emotional, financial and other issues 
confronting students in tertiary education.
Plan and write an informative two-page spread for •	
a magazine aimed at a secondary middle-year or 
senior-level reading audience about what they should 
expect, and the preparations they should take, in 
embarking on a course of tertiary education. Using 
the program’s contents as a basis, plus any other 
resource material you may draw from (including 
interviews with those who are currently studying 
full-time at tertiary level), construct the spread. This 
may be made up of interrelated items of text and 
image, with headlines and captions as required. The 
presentation should be in magazine column layout, 
constructed in desktop publishing software.
Where are they now? Working in pairs, plan a •	
paragraph commentary description about each of the 
eleven students featured during the program, showing 
what you think has become of them five years later. 
Your commentaries should be consistent and as 
logical and realistic as possible, based on what you 
have observed during each episode. Be positive or 
negative in your comments as you see fit, but also be 
fair and have reasons for your opinions.
media studies
Carry out the following activities.
In groups, discuss and then write a short analytical •	
commentary on each of the following, providing 
examples where appropriate:
whether there is a consistency of approach 	»
throughout the entire series to the construction 
of each episode
whether each episode is purely observational, or 	»
offers conclusions, solutions and neat endings to 
issues raised
the purpose of ‘fly-on-the wall’ filming as distinct 	»
from controlled-environment interviews, and the 
messages these images and sounds intentionally 
or unintentionally portray to the viewing 
audience
the role and the nature of the narrative ‘voice 	»
of God’ voice-over (e.g. the commentary 
accompanying the scenes concerning Toby 
Latcham and the Australian Prime Minister, in 
Episode 3)
Discuss in class and write notes on the possibilities •	
for a follow-up series and the difficulties in organising 
it. When would the most appropriate time be for 
making a sequel—two years, five years, ten years 
after the filming of Downunder Grads? Decide on an 
appropriate title. What might be the requirements, 
the issues and themes, the narrative viewpoint, the 
structure? (For example, would it require another 
four episodes?) Do you think all eleven subjects, 
and perhaps their families, would be willing to 
participate? Would you attempt to bring all students 
together into one location or visit each of them in 
their own environments? 
Plan a three-minute preview of the •	 Downunder Grads 
series for a youth-oriented TV program. This will 
include not only your commentary, but instructions 
for which scenes you might select for playing during 
your review. You may wish to videorecord the 
preview, and to insert edited shots from the series, 
to be shown with or without your spoken text in 
voiceover. (An alternative may be to write a preview 
of 300-400 words for a weekly TV newspaper liftout 
or magazine.)
Design and create a promotional poster for •	 Downunder 
Grads, appropriate for display either in a school 
careers office environment or a public library.
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www.goingtouni.gov.au/SiteMap.htm
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International fee-paying students (University of 
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Student unionism:
http://www.uqu.uq.edu.au/
http://unistudent.com.au/main/
http://www.goingtouni.gov.au/SiteMap.htm
Tertiary education - Australian Bureau of Statistics (use 
search terms such as HECS etc):
http://www.abs.gov.au/
What is a GPA?
http://www.uq.edu.au/myadvisor/index.html?page=2939
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 Series Synopses  
One Line:   
It’s the start of the semester at one of Australia’s top universities and 37,000 students are 
about to embark on their studies. 
 
One Paragraph: 
It’s the start of the semester at one of Australia’s top universities and 37,000 students are 
about to embark on their studies. University is make or break time; a time that can change 
people forever. From free education in the 1980s to HECS fee debt, university education is 
now big business. Through a variety of character stories this four-part series explores the 
contemporary Australian university experience of both International and Australian students 
from a range of different backgrounds.  
 
One Page:   
It’s the start of the semester at one of Australia’s top universities and 37,000 students are 
about to embark on their studies.  
 
University is make or break time; a time that can change people forever. From free 
education in the 1980s to HECS fee debt, university education is now big business. 
 
Through a variety of character stories this four-part series explores the contemporary 
Australian university experience of both International and Australian students from a range 
of different backgrounds.  
 
DOWNUNDER GRADS gives a special insight into the particular challenges facing this 
generation of students. Each character-driven story reveals the trials and triumphs of young 
people as they strive to make a life for themselves. 
 
 
 
 Episode Synopses 
 
Episode One:  In the Mix 
One Line: 
It’s the first day of semester and new students are arriving at one of Queensland’s oldest 
universities to embark on their studies, an experience that may well change them forever. 
 
One Paragraph:  
It’s the first day of semester and new students are arriving at one of Queensland’s oldest 
universities to embark on their studies, an experience that may well change them forever.  
Some of those students are local and some have travelled many thousands of miles and 
their first priority is to find a place to live. Wei Wei has just stepped off the plane from China 
and is both happy and anxious. Emily has come from the US on an exchange program, and 
Gurteaj is moving to the city from the country. They will all find new challenges, new 
opportunities and form new friendships. 
 
One Page:  
It’s the first day of semester and new students are arriving at one of Queensland’s oldest 
universities about to embark on their studies, an experience that may well change them 
forever. What are their expectations and what will they discover?   
 
Some students are local and some have travelled many thousands of miles and their first 
priority is to find a place to live.   
 
American exchange student Emily Laird is to spend one semester in Australia studying 
psychology. She is hoping to make some Australian friends, as well as enjoy Australia as a 
visitor. She discovers that 95 per cent of American exchange students through her program 
fail to make Australian friends. Will her experience be the same? 
 
First-year engineering student Gurteaj Atwal Singh from regional Queensland will be staying 
in on-campus accommodation. His family is covering the cost of his studies and living 
expenses as he undertakes a degree notorious for its high drop-out rate. Not only does he 
have to deal with his studies, but the additional financial pressures of university life, 
 particularly as a cyclone destroys his family’s annual banana crop. 
 
Twenty-four year old journalism masters student Wei Wei has come to Australia from China 
to learn more about Western thinking and improve her English. First she has to find 
somewhere to live and figure out just what her teachers are saying. In the course of her 
studies however she has her lucky breaks. She arranges an interview with now Federal 
opposition leader Kevin Rudd, and is nervous about her ability to converse in English, only 
to find that he is fluent in Mandarin. But can she write up the interview in English? 
 
Episode Two: The Big Squeeze 
One Line:  
The massive protests of the 1970s are gone but university life is still a roller-coaster ride, 
and students are more concerned about what they are going to do when they leave. 
 
One Paragraph:  
The massive protests of the 1970s are gone but university life is still a roller-coaster ride, 
and students are more concerned about what they are going to do when they leave. Set 
against the backdrop of changing university life and student aspirations, this episode 
revolves around funding, which has become a major issue for both universities and students. 
Just how does it affect today’s staff and students? Final year student Lucy has the student 
union to run under Voluntary Student Unionism as well as her studies. Lara finds her 
architecture classes too large for the classrooms. And international student Leo feels the 
pressure of the high cost of his education for his parents. 
 
One Page:  
The massive protests of the 1970s are gone but university life is still a roller-coaster ride, 
and students are more concerned about what they are going to do when they leave. 
 
Set against the backdrop of changing university life and student aspirations, this episode 
revolves around funding, which has become a major issue for both universities and students. 
Just how does it affect today’s staff and students?  
 
Lucy Weber has gone part time for her final year in her Bachelor of Law and Arts as this 
year she is taking on the role of student union president. As voluntary student unionism 
 (VSU) has just been introduced however, the job in managing the organisation becomes a 
massive headache as she finds herself involved in downsizing the union office resulting from 
the drop in funding.  
 
Local student Lara Nobel will continue living with her parents and younger brother as she 
begins her tertiary studies. She has spent six months traveling between school and 
university, which she hopes will give her an extra edge in completing her Bachelor of 
Architecture—a degree her uncle attempted many years ago without success. She hopes to 
be the first person in her family to graduate from university, but first she has to deal with the 
lack of teaching space at the university.  
 
Korean Chinese international student Jin Yongzhe (Leo) is also studying Architecture.  The 
cost of one month’s study in Australia is equivalent to a year back in China, so he is feeling 
the pressure to do well, but will he manage with the workload? 
  
Episode Three: Testing Times 
One Line:  
First year students have more than just their university studies to manage as they’ll do 
whatever it takes to get the edge over their competition.  
 
One Paragraph:  
First year students have more than just their university studies to manage as they’ll do 
whatever it takes to get the edge over their competition.  For Toby, attempting a triple 
degree while maintaining his political party commitments are part of his life plan. Japanese 
masters student Tsuyoshi is initially over the moon to be in Australia but soon finds the 
whole experience overwhelming. And full-fee paying international student, Alejandra, feels 
one step behind her local classmates as she contemplates failure, disgrace or the loss of her 
family’s dream for a better life for her through education. 
 
One Page:  
First year students have more than just their university studies to manage as they’ll do 
whatever it takes to get the edge over their competition.  
 
Eighteen-year-old political aspirant Toby Latcham struggles with a triple degree and his 
 Young Liberal Party commitments, which are part of his life plan. His results are average, 
but he finishes the year on a high by meeting his idol, Prime Minister John Howard. 
Tsuyoshi from Japan came to Australia to study his Master of Commerce, is initially over the 
moon to be in Australia but soon finds the whole experience overwhelming. He has to make 
the tough decision to persevere and face failure or head back home to Japan in disgrace. 
 
Alejandra Arbe from Peru is studying her Bachelor of Veterinary Science. She too is worried 
about language and the difficulty of the course, and is concerned that other students are 
brighter than she and questions whether she may have got into the course because she is a 
full-fee paying international student. She contemplates the gravity of her family’s dream for a 
better life for her through education. 
 
 
Episode Four: Two Worlds Collide 
One Line:  
AUSAID scholarship students are generally returning to study after being in the workforce, 
so in addition to culture shock, they have to deal with separation from their families as they 
embark on further education. 
 
One Paragraph:  
Indonesian scholarship recipients Nita and Muhammad must drastically alter their lives to 
take up the opportunity to study in Australia. As AUSAID scholarship students, they are 
returning to study after being in the workforce. In addition to culture shock, they also have to 
deal with separation from their families.  
 
One Page:  
AUSAID scholarship students are generally returning to study after being in the workforce, 
so in addition to culture shock, they have to deal with separation from their families as they 
embark on further education. 
 
Nita Ryarti from Jakarta arrives in Australia without her family. She tries to settle in and get 
on top of her assessments for her Masters in Development Planning early so when her 
family joins her, she can spend time helping them adjust. Her husband soon arrives with 
their two children, but Nita does not know if her husband will agree to stay on in Australia or 
 return to Indonesia for the duration of her two-year degree course. She may have to juggle 
being a single mother as well as her studies.  Nita finds she learns more from her university 
studies than she ever thought she would. 
 
Fellow Indonesian AUSAID scholarship recipient Muhammad Arsyad is a qualified teacher 
who has come to Australia from a small rural village on Lombok, a neighbouring island to 
Bali, Indonesia.  Muhammad is undertaking a Master in Applied Linguistics, and his wife will 
be moving to Australia with their three children for the duration of his studies. As a devout 
Muslim there are a number of cultural barriers Muhammad and his newly arrived family will 
have to negotiate if it is all going to work out for each of them. 
 DOWNUNDER GRADS: background notes  
A joint initiative of Film Australia, SBS Independent and the Pacific Film and 
Television Commission, DOWNUNDER GRADS was conceived by SBS 
commissioning-editor Jennifer Crone and Big Island Pictures producer Mark 
Chapman during a brainstorming session in mid 2005. 
The pair wished to develop a documentary series to support and develop young 
filmmakers in Queensland and to promote dynamic new talent. 
The cultural and economic changes currently being faced by universities and the 
pressures of adapting to growing numbers of international students had been a hot 
topic in the media.  
“There was a report that came out that said that one in four international students 
had experienced some sort of racial attack,” Chapman says.  
“When you went into the document, you discover that none of the attacks actually 
happened on campus, but it’s an interesting subject. How are universities coping 
with the huge changes that are taking place? How are international students coping? 
How are Australian students coping?”  
A call for filmmakers went out, with the main requirement being that each had to 
have made at least one 30-minute documentary.  The project attracted nearly 40 
applications, which was whittled down to three. Randall Wood and Phoebe Hart were 
hired as directors, with Hart and Suzanne Howard as writers. Howard also worked as 
a segment director. 
The young filmmakers, none of whom had directed a series before, were supported 
in their challenging roles by Chapman and Film Australia executive producer Penny 
Robins, both experienced documentary makers. 
“Working on a series brings a range of very different challenges to film making and a 
greater need for collaboration”, states Chapman. 
Executive Producer Penny Robins stresses the importance of supporting emerging 
filmmakers to maintain a fresh, energetic and vibrant Australian documentary culture.  
 “It is essential to have new people coming into the system because they bring new 
ideas and new perspectives,” Robins says. “This was a perfect project for young 
filmmakers because they are a lot closer to the students than we are. They brought 
an invaluable perspective to the program” 
“DOWNUNDER GRADS looks at the contemporary issues facing Australian 
universities through the personal stories of domestic and international students. We 
all value our universities, they are absolutely core to our national interest, so it’s a 
perfect fit under Film Australia’s National Interest Program,” she says. 
 
  
DOWNUNDER GRADS: the subjects  
DOWNUNDER GRADS  follows a semester in the lives of 11 students from a range 
of backgrounds. Some, such as Chinese journalism student Wei Wei, are 
international students finding their feet in a completely foreign environment. Others, 
such as Australian Lucy Weber, have been studying for a few years and face a 
different set of challenges.  
The directors identified their stories after arriving at the University of Queensland 
during Orientation Week and “basically filming everyone and everything”, says 
director Phoebe Hart. 
“We had a few problems convincing people to participate,” Hart says. “I think 
university, for a lot of the students, is really a make-or-break time so there’s a lot of 
pressure and a lot of scrutiny… Some of them were reluctant to get involved 
because they thought it would be too stressful at a time when they were just starting 
their academic careers.”  
“Finding the stories was a challenge,” director Randall Wood concurs. “We spent a 
frantic two weeks trying to identify and then keep people who we could follow as 
characters. We threw ourselves straight in the deep end, having to literally find key 
characters on the first day of uni. I met Wei Wei as she stepped off the plane and 
boarded a bus to the uni.”  
There are the golden moments: Wei Wei interviewing now federal Opposition Leader 
Kevin Rudd in fluent Mandarin and an encounter between 18-year-old political 
aspirant Toby Latcham and his idol, Prime Minister John Howard. 
In some cases, students whose stories the directors had chosen to follow 
abandoned their studies and dropped out. But there were lucky breaks as well.  
“I was following Emily, an American student, and I was also following an Indian-
Australian guy, Gurteaj,” Hart says. “They became best friends and it touched on 
romance as well. That was kind of nice and totally unplanned.”  
 
Wei Wei 
City: Nanning Guangxi province, China  
Course: Master of Journalism  
Age: 24 
 
Gurteaj Atwal Singh 
City: Mena Creek (near Innisfail), Australia 
Course: Bachelor of Engineering 
Age: 18 
 
 
 
 Emily Laird 
City: Ann Arbor, Michigan, USA 
Course: Bachelor of Arts in Psychology 
Age: 21 
 
 
Jin Yongzhe (Leo) 
City: Da Qing, China 
Course: Bachelor of Architecture 
Age: 21 
 
Lucy Weber 
City: Melbourne, Australia 
Course: Bachelor of Law and Arts  
Age: 23  
 
Lara Nobel 
City: Brisbane, Australia 
Course: Bachelor of Architecture 
Age: 18 
 
Toby Latcham 
City: Toowoomba, Australia 
Course: Accounting for Decision Making, Journalism Law, Journalism in Text 
Age: 18 
 
Tsuyoshi Osagawa  
City: Osaka, Japan 
Course: Masters of Commerce 
Age: 30 
 
Alejandra Arbe 
City: Lima, Peru 
Course: Bachelor of Veterinary Science 
Age: 20 
 
Nita Ryarti 
City: Jakarta, Indonesia 
Course: Masters in Development Planning 
Age: 33 
 
Muhammad Arsyad 
City: Mataram, Indonesia 
Course: Masters in Applied Linguistics 
Age: 35 
 DOWNUNDER GRADS: the making of the series  
 
It’s the start of the semester at one of Australia’s top universities and 37,000 
students, including 6,000 full fee-paying international students, are about to embark 
on their studies.  
For most, it is one of the biggest steps in their lives. But how hard is it? How much 
has a shift in the culture and economics of the higher-education system altered the 
way students experience university? 
Produced by Film Australia in association with Big Island Pictures, DOWNUNDER 
GRADS, explores the impact on the lives of the students and staff, of the increasing 
corporatisation of Australian universities and on the quality of education they deliver. 
In a character based study, part essay, part observational in style, the four-episode 
series follows the stories of 11 domestic and international students at the University 
of Queensland in their quest to secure an education and prepare for their working 
lives. 
The series was financed as a joint initiative between Film Australia, SBS 
Independent and the Pacific Film and Television Commission to develop new 
directing talent in Queensland. Producer Mark Chapman of Queensland’s Big Island 
Pictures and SBS Commissioning Editor Jennifer Crone selected Randall Wood, 
Phoebe Hart and Suzanne Howard from 40 Queensland filmmakers to write and 
direct the series. 
“The idea was to give emerging filmmakers the opportunity to face the rigors and 
challenges of making a series and to further their directing experience”, says 
Chapman.  
Executive producer Penny Robins, from Film Australia, says that she and Chapman 
worked hard to support the young directors who brought a fresh perspective and 
found engaging, character-based stories through which to show the impact of 
changes in the Australian tertiary sector.   She hopes that the series will be eye-
opening for viewers.  
Mark Chapman reflects, “it was quite an intensive task, there were many meetings 
with the directors as we reviewed every week’s shoot to find the best characters and 
stories.” 
Director Phoebe Hart says the filmmakers found that domestic and international 
students shared many issues, including making friends and developing relationships, 
finding one’s identity away from home and in a new environment, struggling with 
their student workload, a cut in services caused by voluntary student unionism and 
the increasing financial burden of a user-pays system.   
“There is enormous pressure on students to earn money to pay their fees. They 
carry a lot of stress associated with modern life, and university life is not insulated 
from that” states Robins.  
 “There have been a lot of economic changes in the Australian education system over 
the past 20 years and they are affecting all students,” Hart says.  
“It’s a lot more expensive to study, there’s a lot less financial support and the 
government has taken a lot of money out of the public-education system”.  
“Universities have been criticised for down-grading the quality of education in their 
bid to become degree machines – corporations which sell education – and for their 
reliance on income generated by overseas students”, she says. “International 
students may face the added pressure of knowing their families have paid tens of 
thousands of dollars to educate them abroad.  
The series sets out to explore whether this is a reality”. 
“It’s really affected the way students go to university nowadays – they are very goal 
driven and it affects the way they study and their involvement in campus life. 
Students nowadays tend to think more about what they are going to do after 
university and spend less time getting involved in university activities.” 
For international students, such as 30-year-old Japanese commerce student 
Tsuyoshi, or veterinary science student Alejandra Arbe, 20, from Peru, there are a 
myriad of hurdles to jump: language difficulties, religious and cultural barriers, 
differences in expectations and experiences, homesickness and discrimination.  
 “Even really simple things can be quite difficult for these guys; everything from 
finding the right food to finding a place to live,” Hart says. “When people are 
speaking Aussie slang it can be really confusing and disorienting. And then of 
course, struggling with the workload and producing assignments in proficient English 
are really big problems too when they are starting their courses.” 
The series explores the expectations and responsibilities of domestic students as 
they struggle with growing up and making life decisions, dealing with the perception 
that their course is being “dumbed down” to accommodate international students, 
and the need to work part-time in order to balance the competing needs of paying for 
HECS and their daily lives. 
“One of the students we follow is an 18-year-old Toowoomba boy called Toby, who 
was struggling to study not for one or two, but three degrees,” says director Randall 
Wood.  
“His efforts bring to mind the question – why push yourself this hard? I think it does 
speak to a certain attitude on campus towards university education these days. Is 
going to uni about education or is it about qualification? 
“Some of the lecturers we spoke with were terribly frustrated with what they saw as a 
widespread obsession with qualification – they felt people were doing whatever it 
would take to pass, but not engaging passionately in the subjects. 
“People are paying so much money and I suppose they feel they need to justify that 
cost by getting a good job after graduation. That’s the kind of pressure I think 
 someone like Toby feels. He’s racking up a $60,000 HECS debt with a view to 
becoming qualified.  
“At the end of the film he actually says that it doesn’t really matter that he didn’t get 
good results because he’d still get the piece of paper at the end. I think that’s sad.”  
The series also considers the pressures faced by university administrators and 
teaching staff, who strive to provide a global standard of education, while coping with 
reduced government income and the demands of an increasingly diverse and 
international campus. 
 DOWNUNDER GRADS: about the filmmakers 
Mark Chapman: producer   
Mark Chapman has been a filmmaker for 20 years and has numerous credits 
including Black Soldier Blues (SBS), Gone to a Good Home (SBS), The Terrible 
Lizards of Oz (CBC) and The Storm (Nine Network). He established Big Island 
Pictures in 1999 with Ruth Berry. Chapman’s long career includes a stint at Film 
Queensland (now the Pacific Film and Television Commission), where he worked as 
a documentary and script-development officer. He has held the chair of the 
Australian International Documentary Conference Board for the past five years and 
is Chair of Queensland’s screen resource centre, QPIX. He was awarded a 
Centenary Medal in 2003 for his services to the documentary film industry.  
 
Randall Wood: director   
Since 1991, Randall Wood has written and directed films, including Changing Justice 
(which won an ATOM award), Goori Goori Dreaming (ABC TV), Selo Selo Bigfala 
Canoe (SBSi), Kilem Taem (UNICEF) and feature-length dramas for independent 
Pacific Island distribution. An ACS award-winning cinematographer, Wood has shot 
for independent production companies and networks, including SBSi, ABC 
Television, TV ASHAI, Nippon TV and BBC3. IN 2004, he completed a year of 
advanced study in script writing and directing at Maurits Binger Film Lab in 
Amsterdam. He worked for five months with Hetty Naijkens of Scarabee Films, in 
Rotterdam, on a slate of award-winning productions. He collaborated with Big Island 
Pictures to direct DOWNUNDER GRADS, a four-part series for SBSi, and is now in 
working on a film called Rare Chicken Rescue.  
 
Phoebe Hart: writer/director 
A film and TV production graduate of Queensland University of Technology QUT), 
Phoebe Hart was a finalist in ABC Television’s Race around the World, before co-
producing a documentary with four other former Racers. The Full Kombi screened on 
the ABC to strong reviews and Hart remained with the ABC, producing 
documentaries for Recovery, Fly TV and George Negus Tonight. She then joined 
Network Ten’s children’s program Totally Wild, working in Ten’s documentary 
department as a researcher, writer, coordinator and producer. Her projects include 
Future Farming, Living Smarter and The Tarkine. Since setting up her own company, 
hartflicker, Hart has produced and directed documentaries and short films. Her 
acclaimed mini-doc Dumpster Divers was a finalist for the Wild Spaces Pro-Cam 
Award and screened at the Other Worlds Are Breathing Film Festival in India. Traje: 
Women and Weaving in Guatemala has screened at film festivals around the world. 
Hart is now studying for a PhD at QUT. 
 
Suzanne Howard: writer 
Suzanne Howard was a writer and journalist for more than 10 years before moving 
into documentary filmmaking in the late 1990s. She conceived and wrote the 1997 
SBS Accord The Golden Pig, a documentary about the influence of surfing on the 
Indonesian island of Nias and wrote and directed AFC Guerrilla documentary, 
Chairman Marr's Party.  She has worked on numerous documentaries, including 
Conspiracy (Network Ten), Love & Anarchy: the Wild, Wild World of Jaimie 
Leonarder (SBS) and Alien Underground (ABC). Howard holds a Masters in 
Documentary Filmmaking from the Australian Film Television and Radio School, 
 where she won the Kodak Atlab Documentary Award for Dishlickers. She has a long 
association with Indonesia and currently is developing Bongkar (Tear It Down) about 
Indonesian rock star and anti-Suharto activist Sawung Jabo, with Big Island Pictures. 
 
Penny Robins: Executive Producer 
Penny has been an executive producer with Film Australia since mid 2003.  Penny 
was formerly an independent producer and has extensive experience in 
documentary and factual programme-making.  
 
At Film Australia she has been executive producer of a varied production slate, 
which has included science, history and contemporary programming. Her credits as 
executive producer include the cross-platform longitudinal Life Series: (Life At 1 winner 
Gold Award Science and Medicine at the Beijing International Scientific Film Festival and nominated for 
the 2007 Logie Awards in the Most Outstanding Documentary Category), Troubled Minds – the 
Lithium Revolution (winner Main Prize Vega Science Awards for Excellence in 
Scientific Broadcasting), the Logie nominated series Divorce Stories (also awarded 
winner of the Sydney Morning Herald Couch Potato Awards), the four part series 
Policing The Pacific, and Mr Patterns (winner Hawaii International film festival 
Golden Maile Award; Best Documentary Film Critics Circle of Australia Awards).  
 
Penny is currently working on the six part Australian version of UK company Wall To 
Wall’s hugely successful series, Who Do you Think You Are? for SBS Television and 
the second series of National Treasures, with political cartoonist Warren Brown. 
 
 DOWNUNDER GRADS 
4-part series 
Premieres (DAY, DATE) 
(TIME)  
 
Issue date: (DATE) 
 
It’s the start of the semester at one of Australia’s top universities and 37,000 
students, including 6,000 full fee-paying international students, are about to embark 
on their studies.  
For most, this is one of the biggest steps in their lives. But how hard is it? How much 
has a shift in the culture and economics of the higher education system altered the 
way students experience university? 
DOWNUNDER GRADS, a documentary series premiering on SBS Television on 
(DATE) at (TIME), explores the user pays system of a contemporary Australian 
university and the impact it has on the lives of both domestic and international 
students.  It follows the individual stories of eleven students from the University of 
Queensland, all from different backgrounds, cultures and religions and the 
challenges they face. 
Some, such as Chinese journalism student Wei Wei, are finding their feet in a 
completely foreign environment. Others, such as Australian Lucy Weber, have been 
studying for a few years and face a completely different set of challenges.  
The cameras capture some golden moments: Wei Wei interviewing now federal 
Opposition Leader Kevin Rudd in fluent Mandarin and 18-year-old political hopeful 
Toby Latcham in a close encounter with his idol, Prime Minister John Howard. 
A joint initiative of Film Australia, SBS Independent and the Pacific Film and 
Television Commission, DOWNUNDER GRADS, was conceived by SBS 
commissioning-editor Jennifer Crone and Big Island Pictures producer Mark 
Chapman to help develop the talents of emerging Queensland filmmakers.  
“DOWNUNDER GRADS gives an insight into what it is to go to university in the 21st 
century – the unique challenges and how university life has changed – through the 
different perspectives of students,” Chapman says.  
The series was directed by Randall Wood and Phoebe Hart with additional material 
from segment director Suzanne Howard. 
For further information, please contact (NAME) on (PHONE) or (EMAIL).
 CREDITS 
 
TITLES EP 1 
 
Film Australia 
Animated Logo 
 
Film Australia 
 
In association with Big Island Pictures 
 
And The Pacific Film And Television Commission 
 
Presents 
 
Downunder Grads 
 
In The Mix 
 
Narrator 
DEBORAH MAILMAN 
 
Directors 
RANDALL WOOD 
PHOEBE HART 
 
Producer 
MARK CHAPMAN 
 
Writers 
SUZANNE HOWARD AND PHOEBE HART 
 
Editor 
REBECCA RICHARDSON 
 
Cinematographer 
CRAIG LUCAS 
 
Segment Director 
SUZANNE HOWARD 
 
Consulting Editor 
RANI CHALEYER 
 
Post Production Consultant 
IAN WALKER 
 
Music 
YANTO BROWNING 
 
Sound Editor 
JOHN WILLSTEED 
 
 Line Producers 
EVE WILLIAMSON 
MELISSA FOX 
 
Location Sound 
SUZI LUCAS 
 
Production Coordinator 
ERIN MCBEAN 
 
Additional Camera 
GEOFFREY STOCK 
RANDALL WOOD 
PHOEBE HART 
 
Additional Sound 
MARTIN FAY 
CHRIS GILETTE 
BASIL KRIVOROUTCHAO 
RICHARD HILL 
 
Editing Assistant 
INGUNN JORDENSEN 
 
Transcribers 
MICHELLE DUVAL 
RACHAEL NIXON 
BIANCA WHITE 
MICHELLE IKUA 
SARAH ANDERSON 
JAY COURT 
JULIE MELES 
 
Production Assistants 
SUNITA JARIWALA 
BIANCA WHITE 
 
Post Production Facilities 
SCOPE POST BRISBANE 
 
On-Line Editor 
BEN AMBROSE 
 
Sound Mixer 
DAVID WHITE 
 
Grade 
CUTTING EDGE 
 
Colourist 
WADE ODLUM 
 
Post Production Script 
MICHELLE IKIUA 
 
 Archival Footage 
SUPPLIED BY FILM AUSTRALIA 
AND RICHARD BRENNAN 
 
"MY REDEEMER LIVES" 
WORDS AND MUSIC BY REUBEN MORGAN 
© 1998 REUBEN MORGAN/HILLSONG PUBLISHING 
 
The Producers and Director would like to thank 
THE UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND 
MANAGEMENT, STAFF AND STUDENTS FOR ALL 
THEIR KIND SUPPORT AND CO-OPERATION 
 
FILM AUSTRALIA PRODUCTION UNIT 
 
Production Affairs Manager 
LIZ STEVENS 
 
Production Assistant 
GENEVIEVE DERWENT 
 
Production Accountant 
SARAH LAWRENCE 
 
Executive Producer’s Assistant 
CARMAN GALAN 
 
Produced In Association With 
 
(SBS LOGO) 
SBS INDEPENDENT 
 
PACIFIC FILM AND TELEVISION COMMISSION 
(LOGO) 
 
PFTC PROJECT OFFICER 
BRUCE REDMAN 
MICHAEL BADORREK 
 
Executive Producer 
PENNY ROBINS 
 
(FA LOGO) 
A NATIONAL INTEREST PROGRAM 
FILM AUSTRALIA  © MMVII 
 TITLES EP 2 
 
Film Australia 
Animated Logo 
 
Film Australia 
 
In association with Big Island Pictures 
 
And The Pacific Film And Television Commission 
 
Presents 
 
Downunder Grads 
 
The Big Squeeze 
 
Narrator 
DEBORAH MAILMAN 
 
Directors 
PHOEBE HART 
RANDALL WOOD 
 
Producer 
MARK CHAPMAN 
 
Writers 
SUZANNE HOWARD AND PHOEBE HART 
 
Editor 
REBECCA RICHARDSON 
 
Cinematographer 
CRAIG LUCAS 
 
Segment Director 
SUZANNE HOWARD 
 
Consulting Editor 
RANI CHALEYER 
 
Post Production Consultant 
IAN WALKER 
 
Music 
YANTO BROWNING 
 
Sound Editor 
JOHN WILLSTEED 
 
Line Producers 
EVE WILLIAMSON 
 MELISSA FOX 
 
Location Sound 
SUZI LUCAS 
 
Production Coordinator 
ERIN MCBEAN 
 
Additional Camera 
GEOFFREY STOCK 
RANDALL WOOD 
PHOEBE HART 
 
Additional Sound 
MARTIN FAY 
CHRIS GILETTE 
BASIL KRIVOROUTCHAO 
RICHARD HILL 
 
Editing Assistant 
INGUNN JORDENSEN 
 
Transcribers 
MICHELLE DUVAL 
RACHAEL NIXON 
BIANCA WHITE 
MICHELLE IKUA 
SARAH ANDERSON 
JAY COURT 
JULIE MELES 
 
Production Assistants 
SUNITA JARIWALA 
BIANCA WHITE 
 
Post Production Facilities 
SCOPE POST BRISBANE 
 
On-Line Editor 
BEN AMBROSE 
 
Sound Mixer 
DAVID WHITE 
 
Grade 
CUTTING EDGE 
 
Colourist 
WARREN EAGLES 
 
Post Production Script 
MICHELLE IKIUA 
 
Archival Footage 
SUPPLIED BY FILM AUSTRALIA 
 AND RICHARD BRENNAN 
 
 
The Producers and Director would like to thank 
THE UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND 
MANAGEMENT, STAFF AND STUDENTS FOR ALL 
THEIR KIND SUPPORT AND CO-OPERATION 
 
FILM AUSTRALIA PRODUCTION UNIT 
 
Production Affairs Manager 
LIZ STEVENS 
 
Production Assistant 
GENEVIEVE DERWENT 
 
Production Accountant 
SARAH LAWRENCE 
 
Executive Producer’s Assistant 
CARMAN GALAN 
 
 
Produced In Association With 
(SBS LOGO) 
SBS INDEPENDENT 
 
Commissioning Editor 
JENNIFER CRONE 
 
PACIFIC FILM AND TELEVISION COMMISSION 
(LOGO) 
 
PFTC PROJECT OFFICER 
BRUCE REDMAN 
MICHAEL BADORREK 
 
Executive Producer 
PENNY ROBINS 
 
(FA LOGO) 
A NATIONAL INTEREST PROGRAM 
FILM AUSTRALIA  © MMVII 
 TITLES EP 3 
 
Film Australia 
Animated Logo 
 
Film Australia 
 
In association with Big Island Pictures 
 
And The Pacific Film And Television Commission 
 
Presents 
 
Downunder Grads 
 
Testing Times 
 
Narrator 
DEBORAH MAILMAN 
 
Directors 
RANDALL WOOD 
PHOEBE HART 
 
Producer 
MARK CHAPMAN 
 
Writers 
SUZANNE HOWARD AND PHOEBE HART 
 
Editor 
REBECCA RICHARDSON 
 
Cinematographer 
CRAIG LUCAS 
 
Segment Director 
SUZANNE HOWARD 
 
Consulting Editor 
RANI CHALEYER 
 
Post Production Consultant 
IAN WALKER 
 
Music 
YANTO BROWNING 
 
Sound Editor 
JOHN WILLSTEED 
 
Line Producers 
EVE WILLIAMSON 
 MELISSA FOX 
 
Location Sound 
SUZI LUCAS 
 
Production Coordinator 
ERIN MCBEAN 
 
Additional Camera 
GEOFFREY STOCK 
RANDALL WOOD 
PHOEBE HART 
 
Additional Sound 
MARTIN FAY 
CHRIS GILETTE 
BASIL KRIVOROUTCHAO 
RICHARD HILL 
 
Editing Assistant 
INGUNN JORDENSEN 
 
Transcribers 
MICHELLE DUVAL 
RACHAEL NIXON 
BIANCA WHITE 
MICHELLE IKUA 
SARAH ANDERSON 
JAY COURT 
JULIE MELES 
 
Production Assistants 
SUNITA JARIWALA 
BIANCA WHITE 
 
Post Production Facilities 
SCOPE POST BRISBANE 
 
On-Line Editor 
BEN AMBROSE 
 
Sound Mixer 
DAVID WHITE 
 
Grade 
CUTTING EDGE 
 
Colourist 
WADE ODLUM 
 
 
Post Production Script 
MICHELLE IKIUA 
 
 
 Archival Footage 
SUPPLIED BY FILM AUSTRALIA 
AND RICHARD BRENNAN 
 
" LIGHTNING AND THUNDER" 
WORDS AND MUSIC BY XANA CHAMBERS 
 
 
The Producers and Director would like to thank 
THE UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND 
MANAGEMENT, STAFF AND STUDENTS FOR ALL 
THEIR KIND SUPPORT AND CO-OPERATION 
 
 
FILM AUSTRALIA PRODUCTION UNIT 
 
Production Affairs Manager 
LIZ STEVENS 
 
Production Assistant 
GENEVIEVE DERWENT 
 
Production Accountant 
SARAH LAWRENCE 
 
Executive Producer’s Assistant 
CARMAN GALAN 
 
Produced In Association With 
(SBS LOGO) 
SBS INDEPENDENT 
 
Commissioning Editor 
JENNIFER CRONE 
 
PACIFIC FILM AND TELEVISION COMMISSION 
(LOGO) 
 
PFTC PROJECT OFFICER 
BRUCE REDMAN 
MICHAEL BADORREK 
 
Executive Producer 
PENNY ROBINS 
 
 
(FA LOGO) 
A NATIONAL INTEREST PROGRAM 
FILM AUSTRALIA  © MMVII 
 26 
TITLES EP 4 
 
Film Australia 
Animated Logo 
 
Film Australia 
 
In association with Big Island Pictures 
 
And The Pacific Film And Television Commission 
 
Presents 
 
Downunder Grads 
 
Two worlds Collide 
 
Narrator 
DEBORAH MAILMAN 
 
Directors 
PHOEBE HART 
RANDALL WOOD 
SUZANNE HOWARD 
 
Producer 
MARK CHAPMAN 
 
Writers 
SUZANNE HOWARD AND PHOEBE HART 
 
Editor 
REBECCA RICHARDSON 
 
Cinematographer 
CRAIG LUCAS 
 
Consulting Editor 
RANI CHALEYER 
 
Post Production Consultant 
IAN WALKER 
 
Music 
YANTO BROWNING 
 
Sound Editor 
JOHN WILLSTEED 
 
Line Producers 
EVE WILLIAMSON 
MELISSA FOX 
 
Location Sound 
SUZI LUCAS 
 
 27 
Production Coordinator 
ERIN MCBEAN 
 
Additional Camera 
GEOFFREY STOCK 
RANDALL WOOD 
PHOEBE HART 
 
Additional Sound 
MARTIN FAY 
CHRIS GILETTE 
BASIL KRIVOROUTCHAO 
RICHARD HILL 
 
Editing Assistant 
INGUNN JORDENSEN 
 
Transcribers 
MICHELLE DUVAL 
RACHAEL NIXON 
BIANCA WHITE 
MICHELLE IKUA 
SARAH ANDERSON 
JAY COURT 
JULIE MELES 
 
Production Assistants 
SUNITA JARIWALA 
BIANCA WHITE 
 
Post Production Facilities 
SCOPE POST BRISBANE 
 
On-Line Editor 
BEN AMBROSE 
 
Sound Mixed 
DAVID WHITE 
 
Grade 
CUTTING EDGE 
 
Colourist 
WARREN EAGLES 
 
Post Production Script 
MICHELLE IKIUA 
 
Archival Footage 
SUPPLIED BY FILM AUSTRALIA 
AND RICHARD BRENNAN 
 
 
The Producers and Director would like to thank 
THE UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND 
MANAGEMENT, STAFF AND STUDENTS FOR ALL 
THEIR KIND SUPPORT AND CO-OPERATION 
 28 
 
 
FILM AUSTRALIA PRODUCTION UNIT 
 
Production Affairs Manager 
LIZ STEVENS 
 
Production Assistant 
GENEVIEVE DERWENT 
 
Production Accountant 
SARAH LAWRENCE 
 
Executive Producer’s Assistant 
CARMAN GALAN 
 
Produced In Association With 
(SBS LOGO) 
SBS INDEPENDENT 
 
Commissioning Editor 
JENNIFER CRONE 
 
PACIFIC FILM AND TELEVISION COMMISSION 
(LOGO) 
 
PFTC PROJECT OFFICER 
BRUCE REDMAN 
MICHAEL BADORREK 
 
Executive Producer 
PENNY ROBINS 
 
 
(FA LOGO) 
A NATIONAL INTEREST PROGRAM 
Film Australia  © MMVII 
The Sydney Morning Herald: national, world, business, entertainment, sport and technology news from
Australia's leading newspaper.
Arts
Books
Film
Good Living
Music
TV & Radio
TV Guide1.
What's On
Tickets
You are here: Entertainment » TV & Radio
Show site sections
Search smh:
 
Lessons in life ... students in Downunder Grads.
Erik Jensen
March 3, 2008
As the University of Queensland opened for orientation week in 2006, three young filmmakers scoured the
campus for potential subjects. They shot about 200 hours of footage over the semester, eventually focusing
on the 11 students through which their documentary, Downunder Grads, attempts to tell the story of
contemporary education.
"We just started filming and trying to meet as many students as we could in that orientation week," says one
of those filmmakers, 34-year-old Phoebe Hart. "As we made the film we concentrated on the actual stories of
the students themselves because I guess that's what we felt was most compelling, rather than trying to make
an essay, in a sense, about what education's about nowadays."
After a year working on the documentary, Hart is concerned by the state of tertiary education. A tutor and PhD
student, she sees a system stretched too far. She worries about the focus on qualifications, about students
competing for desk space and the erosion of the campus culture she remembers from her undergraduate
days in the early 1990s when she studied film at the Queensland University of Technology.
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"They don't really hang around for the campus experience or to have fun or to socialise or whatever," she
says. "Maybe it's a little bit more qualification-based now. It could be a generational thing, just the way that
students are nowadays - but I think ... the way that we view education generally in a economic rationalism
kind of view probably has contributed towards the way students treat their whole campus experience."
The idea for Downunder Grads was hatched in 2004 at a brainstorming session between SBS
commissioning-editor Jennifer Crone and Big Island Pictures producer Mark Chapman. The pair was startled
by a survey that showed a quarter of international students had experienced racial attacks during their study,
though often not on campus.
In the series, international students are shown struggling with language and pressured by the expectations of
parents. One student is lured into a Christian group with the promise of lessons in Australian slang; another is
forced to tell his family he has failed parts of his course.
Despite this, Hart sees international students as the possible future of the culture she remembered.
"The international students seem to be really getting something out of the Australian campus experience that
maybe they weren't getting in their own country," she says. "That sort of idea of hanging around in the coffee
shop and discussing [issues] to all hours has probably been taken up by the international students because, if
they're studying in China for instance, they might not get that opportunity."
Downunder Grads begins on SBS on Wednesday at 8pm.
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Downunder Grads
Synopsis
Duration: 4 x 26'
It's the start of the semester at one of Australia's top universities
and 37,000 students, are about to embark on their studies.
University is make or break time; a time that can change people
forever. From free education in the 1980s to HECS fee debt and a
large increase in full fee paying students, university education is
now big business.
Through a variety of character stories this four-part series
explores the contemporary Australian university experience of
both international and Australian students from a range of
different backgrounds.
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